
November 19, 2021
Hello, Writer!
 
 This last year I have thought a lot about travel. I have dreamed of it. 
I have visited, in my mind, far away places and good friends, and through 
books and poems I have visited other places, made new friends. It is the 
beauty of imagination and reading that we can travel in this way. We can 
learn about people and places we have never been to or get to know better 
the places in which we live and the people who share that place.
 When Jocelyn Robertson, Literature Director at the Idaho 
Commission on the Arts and I discussed ways of staying connected with 
all of you, we both knew we wanted to continue the Writers in Residences 
program that Malia Collins and she began in 2020, this time, under the title 
of IdaPost. I am sure that many of you alum know the happiness felt when 
a hand addressed letter comes in the mail. Something tangible, to touch 
and open. We are delighted to bring this opportunity to Idaho (and the 
world) in 2021/2022 as well!
 From wherever you are I hope that this fantastic opportunity allows 
you to reach out to another, make a new friend, increase your writing skill, 
and learn something new—about a person, place, craft technique, genre, 
idea—all the things that books and poems and writers can share.
 Enclosed is the name and address of your pen pal, and below, 
your first prompt. I encourage you to write deeply into the prompt, explore 
ideas and ways of writing, introduce yourself in a voice that is uniquely 
you and in a way that feels satisfying, honest (and honest may be creating 
a fictional character that will speak for you!) Remember that writing is as 
much discovery about the self as it is sharing the self with others. Enjoy the 
process! Subsequent prompts will allow for exploration of all different kinds.
 I hope that you will find, as both Malia and I have, that receiving 
this letter (and creating them) is extremely rewarding. Please keep in mind 
that we would love to create a zine at the conclusion—and want to include 
your work! Photocopy or take a photo of your writing (you never know—you 
may want to turn it into a longer piece in the future!) Happy Writing, Happy 
Connection, and it is so nice to meet you. Thank you for taking this journey 
with me.
       Kindly, 
      
       IDAHO WRITER IN RESIDENCE

PROMPT #1
This is your chance to let your new writing partner know who you are. In 
whichever way feels the most natural, describe who you are. Remember how 
important images are in poetry, the groundingness of specificity and rich 
detail. Let them know what delights you, what fears you may have, what you 
hope to learn about them and anything you feel is a significant part of your 
life story that you want to share. It doesn’t matter if you write this through 
a voice of a character, through a lyric or narrative poem. Or if you write it 
as the beginning of a memoir, just so long as you are writing and enjoying the 
process! Have fun, I cannot wait to read about you!
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