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EDITOR’S NOTE: Happy Trails to You

Dear friends and colleagues: 

In early April I will end my tenure with the Arts Commission to join the Economic Development Division of Idaho’s Department of Commerce.  I can honestly say that my time with the Arts Commission has been the most enjoyable and rewarding job I have had to date.  I will deeply miss the staff, commissioners, and colleagues that I have had the pleasure of working with these past five years.

But, this is not an end, just a new beginning.  I hope to continue supporting the arts by serving as a board member to a local arts organization and I will further develop my consulting for small nonprofits business. I am thrilled that I will continue to serve the people and communities of Idaho in my new capacity as Economic Development Specialist with the Department of Commerce, and I think it is a complement to all of you who have worked so hard to demonstrate the value of the arts to economic development that they want to hire someone with an arts background. It is my intention to continue to be a champion for the arts within my new capacity.  So, please take a moment to think about how what you do supports business recruitment and retention, workplace training, or economic development, and then drop me a line at the Department of Commerce.  My new email is delta.james@cl.idaho.gov.  Until then, happy trails to you! 
SPOTLIGHT: 2007 Trends
Boomtown USA (www.boomtownUSA.blogspot.com) predicts these ten community development trends for 2007 (Check out number three!): 
1. Sense of Place--What unique attributes set you apart from other towns? It started in the revitalization of downtowns and has spread to arts and recreational assets. Trails, agri-tourism, recreational land, bird watching and other non-traditional assets are becoming increasingly important in developing a special sense of place for a community.

2. Green—Alternative energy such as wind, solar, ethanol and biodiesel are changing communities and creating some very unique new opportunities. Green products and buildings are gaining in usage. Branding examples like Bio Town, IN are leading edge.

3. Art Meccas—Emerging art towns that are actively recruiting in artists who want to own their own studio/house, which an amazingly small number of artists are able to do in larger cities. Paducah, KY is the best example but much smaller towns are emerging (e.g. Cordell, OK and Palestine, IL).

4. Third Coast—Led by “halfbackers” who moved to a coastal state but because of rising costs, congestion and other headaches are moving half-way back home. Draw a line from ID down to AZ and across to NC. These states/regions along this line have some unique opportunities to take advantage of this trend.

5. Non-PMS Entrepreneurs—The traditional “Pale, Male & Stale” entrepreneur is being supplanted by females, minorities, immigrants and others. This trend will explode with the millennial generation, the most entrepreneurial generation in the history of the USA.

6. Taste of Place—People are beginning to value the place through its products, mostly food related. It started with wine but is spreading to cheese, honey, maple syrup, olive oil and other products.

7. Labor Shortage—Quickly developing into a major impediment in many rural towns. Some are starting to tap into their “brain banks” of former residents to solve.

8. Angel Investor Networks—Growing from only 20 to over 250 in the last 10 years, these generally regional initiatives are growing in importance. States like WI and IA have incentivated with investment tax credits, which more states will follow.

9. Local—The spinach scare followed by the green onion debacle at Taco Bell’s in 2006 is causing people to reevaluate their food sources. Local production is going to be increasingly prized.

10. Regionalism—As the world becomes smaller, the political boundaries of the 18th Century become less important. Visionary leaders are embracing the concept of regionalism to enhance the opportunities for their citizens.

NATIONAL ARTS NEWS: Artists' Charitable Deduction Bill Introduced

(from NASAA)

Advocates are hopeful that the 110th Congress will move forward on legislation to extend to artists the full, fair-market value charitable deduction for the donation of their own works of art to museums, libraries and other collecting institutions. Already, Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-MN) has introduced legislation he authored in the last Congress, the Artists' Contribution to American Heritage Act, and similar legislation in the Senate, the Artist-Museum Partnership Act, has been offered again by Sens. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Robert Bennett (R-UT). In addition, Sens. Pete Domenici (R-NM) and Charles Schumer (D-NY) have introduced broad tax legislation which, among other provisions, contains the full artists' fair-market value deduction bill. The previous bills had broad bipartisan support, with more than 100 representatives and 20 senators signed on as cosponsors. The artists' bill has passed the Senate five times, but has never come to a vote in committee in the House. In 1969, Congress repealed legislation allowing artists, writers, and composers to take a fair-market value deduction for their works donated to a museum, library, or archive. As a result of the 1969 repeal, works donated by artists to nonprofit institutions have dramatically declined. While creators can no longer claim a fair-market deduction for the donation of their works, collectors who own those works can take the full deduction when they donate to a nonprofit institution. 

INFORMATION

IRS On-Line Workshop for Exempt Organizations

www.stayexempt.org
The Internal Revenue Service has launched a new Web-based version of its Exempt Organizations Workshop covering tax compliance issues confronted by small and mid-sized tax exempt organizations.

The free online workshop - Stay Exempt - Tax Basics for 501(c)(3)s - consists of five interactive modules on tax compliance topics for exempt organizations: Tax-Exempt Status - How can you keep your 501(c)(3) exempt?; Unrelated Business Income - Does your organization generate taxable income?;  Employment Issues - How should you treat your workers for tax purposes?; Form 990 - Would you like to file an error-free return?; Required Disclosures - To whom do you have to show your records?

Lessons Learned – A Planning Toolsite
www.nea.gov/resources/Lessons/index.html
This site offers a comprehensive collection of planning advice from a variety of professional arts consultants compiled by the National Endowment for the Arts. This planning guide can be used as a linear map to define a complex and lengthy planning process, or in a more modular fashion to examine the various practices of planning that will be best for your organization.  
Building for the Arts: A Guidebook for the Planning and Design of Cultural Facilities
http://www.westaf.org/showPublications.php?category=Major+Publications

Published in 1989, this comprehensive guidebook is a valuable resource for anyone involved in the planning and design of theaters, symphony halls, dance studios, museums, art galleries, convention centers, school auditoriums and other facilities. This edition, available as a free PDF download, was expanded to include new sections on real estate, site specifications, outdoor amphitheaters, studio spaces for artists and craftspeople, and changes in the tax law, as well as updated case studies, worksheets, resource lists and bibliography. 

RESOURCES

2007 TourWest Standard Performance

http://westaf.cgweb.org
TourWest is a competitive grant program that provides subsidies to arts and community organizations for the presentation of out-of-state touring performers and literary artists. All TourWest grants must be matched one-to-one in cash by the presenting organization. Funds are available to organizations that sponsor performances or literary events within the 13-state WESTAF region. TourWest is a program of WESTAF (the Western States Arts Federation) and is supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. If you need assistance with the application or have questions regarding the guidelines, call the WESTAF office at 303-629-1166. Deadline: April 2nd, 2007 at midnight MT.

Support for Middle & High School Playwrights

www.vsarts.org
The Very Special Arts Playwright Discovery Program invites middle and high school students to take a closer look at the world around them, examine how disability affects their lives and the lives of others, and express their views through the art of playwriting. Young playwrights with and without disabilities are encouraged to submit a script. Entries may be the work of an individual student or collaboration by a group or class of students. The selected script will be professionally staged or produced at The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. The award recipient will receive up to $2,000 and a trip to Washington, D.C. to view their work as it appears onstage.  Deadline: April 13, 2007.
Challenge America: Reaching Every Community Fast-Track Grants

www.arts.gov
These grants from the National Endowment for the Arts support small and mid-sized organizations for projects that extend the reach of the arts to underserved populations – those whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability.  Grants are for $10,000 each.  Deadline: June 1, 2007.

Directory of Idaho Foundations Available

The latest edition of the Directory of Idaho Foundations 2007 is available from the Caldwell Public Library. The cost of the directory is $20 and the price includes postage. Request the directory by sending an email to the Library at caldwellpl@yahoo.com; by phone, 208-459-3242; by fax 208-459-7344; mail to 1010 Dearborn St., Caldwell, ID 83605-4195. Purchase orders are accepted from libraries and organizations. The Library is unable to accept credit or debit cards.
TRAINING / PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

ArtsPowered Schools

Save the date!  June 18-22, 2007 on campus of Albertson College of Idaho, Caldwell. Each summer the ArtsPowered Schools Institute offers a residential professional opportunity designed to immerse educators in strategies for teaching and learning through the arts. Presented by the Idaho Commission on the Arts and the State Department of Education. Session details and registration information will be available on the ArtsPowered School website soon – www.artspoweredschools.idaho.gov. 

Idaho Nonprofit Development Center Statewide Conference 

www.idahononprofits.org

The annual INDC Statewide Nonprofit Conference dates have been set for September 21-22 in Boise on the campus of Boise State University.  The conference is expanding to two days to allow for more workshops and networking. 
2007 National Arts Marketing Conference
www.americansforthearts.org/events/ 
Themed “Flourishing in the New Frontier: New Media, New Audiences, New Opportunities,” this conference will be held November 2-5, 2007, at the Hyatt Regency in Miami.  The conference will focus on technology and new audiences with opportunity to learn about new media - from RSS to podcasts, from blogging to texting, as well as optimizing e-mail and web sites to reach every segment of the marketplace from millennials to boomers, and from first-generation Hispanics to third-generation Asians.  

EMPLOYMENT

Executive Director, Idaho Commission on the Arts

The executive director is accountable to the board and responsible for agency operations and staff leadership. The executive director is expected to consult the board in key areas of operations, development, legislation, partnership activities and long- and short-range planning. Salary Range: $67,000 - $73,000 plus benefits. Extended deadline for applications: April 16, 2007.  For details see www.arts.idaho.gov. 
Grants Specialist, Idaho Commission on the Arts

Overall responsibility of the position is to manage the grant application, review, payment, and reporting process. Provides requested information to staff and ICA commissioners. Greet visitors and callers, and provides general information about agency programs. Acts as backup to Admin Team. Provides assistance for special events and other duties as requested. Starting salary: $14.65 per hour plus benefits.  For more information, see the listing on the state Human Resources web site www.dhr.idaho.gov. Application review will begin March 19. 
