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SPOTLIGHT: Nonprofit Day at the Legislature
The Idaho Nonprofit Development Center has organized Thursday, January 18th, 2007 as the first Idaho Nonprofit Day at the Legislature.  At noon on the Capitol steps, board members, constituents, donors, staff, family and friends of Idaho nonprofits are encouraged to bring their banners, signs, or symbols of their work and show up to educate the public (and our state elected officials) on the size, importance, and diversity of Idaho’s nonprofit community. INDC will be releasing the latest report on the impact of Idaho’s nonprofit sector.  Pre-registration is not required. 

If you’d like to learn a bit more, registration is required for the January 17th tour of the Capitol at 10:15 a.m. lead by Jim Baugh, executive director of Comprehensive Advocacy, or for the free workshops on advocacy beginning 1 p.m., January 17, at the Red Lion Downtown.  On January 18, organizations registered for Nonprofit Day at the Legislature are invited to set up a display in the Rotunda of the Capitol and meet their legislative delegation.  Register by visiting www.idahononprofits.org or call INDC at 208-424-2229. 
INTRODUCING: Meridian Arts Commission
An ordinance creating the Meridian Arts Commission was passed by City Council members Bird, Borton, Rountree, and Wardle and approved by Mayor de Weerd on November 28, 2006.  Meridian becomes Idaho’s 9th municipal arts commission, joining Sandpoint, Coeur d’Alene, Moscow, Hailey, Rexburg, Eagle, Emmett, and Boise. The Meridian Arts Commission is tasked to “highlight the City’s rich cultural resources, enhance the City’s aesthetic environment, and promote the development of economic, educational, recreation, and tourism opportunities within the City through the advancement of publicly accessible arts.,” states the establishing ordinance.  Congratulations, City of Meridian!
NATIONAL ARTS NEWS: Local Arts Ballot Measures Pass Overwhelmingly Across the Country
(from Americans for the Arts – www.americansforthearts.org/afta_news/2006.asp )

This was a successful election year for the arts. Americans showed their overwhelming support for the arts and arts education by approving local and state ballot measures and by electing pro-arts candidates at the local, state, and federal levels. Eleven out of 11 local ballot measures, as did a state ballot measure on the arts in Louisiana, passed overwhelmingly in the following cities and counties: Akron (OH); Alameda County (CA) (San Leandro and Berkeley); Austin (TX); Cuyahoga County (OH); Dallas, (TX); Louisiana; Marin County, (CA); Portland, OR; Salt Lake County (UT); San Francisco (CA); and Santa Clara County (CA).  These local and state measures will infuse millions of dollars for arts education programs in local schools and increased funding for cultural facilities and general operating support for nonprofit arts organizations. 
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smARTstart
http://www.artsbiz-chicago.org/ArtsPrograms/smARTstart/tabid/228/Default.aspx
The Arts and Business Council of Chicago has developed this helpful list of on-line resources that addresses questions that emerging and small arts organizations might have about operating as a nonprofit organization.  Categories include Getting Started, Financial Management, Board Governance, Income Generation, and Marketing. 

Michigan’s Cultural Economic Development Strategy

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/hal_ced_strategy_144333_7.pdf
This 2005 plan, entitled Cultural Economic Development: A Strategy to Leverage Michigan’s Creative Talent and Cultural Assets to Spur Economic Growth and Build Community Prosperity by Michigan’s Department of History, Arts, and Libraries includes clear summaries of the statistics supporting the value of arts and culture in economic development, a bibliographic list of sources for more information, and interesting economic development strategies.
Artists' Centers: Evolution and Impact on Careers, Neighborhoods and Economies

http://www.hhh.umn.edu/projects/prie/artists_centers.html
Released February 2006, this study finds that artists’ careers are strengthened and urban neighborhoods and smaller city downtowns are revitalized with the presence of dedicated space for artists to convene, share workspace and equipment, find mentors, and compete for grants and opportunities to exhibit/publish/present. Available as a free PDF downloadable document. 
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Zions Bank

Zions Bank offers sponsorship opportunities for community development and arts/cultural efforts.  For more information contact: Lori Benfiet, Community Development Rep, Zions Bank, 890 W. Main, Boise, Idaho 83702, 208-429-8398, lori.benfiet@zionsbank.com
Rescue Public Murals

www.RescuePublicMurals.org 
Individuals and communities are invited to submit information about public murals, particularly those that appear to be in poor condition. In 2007, Rescue Public Murals will select 10 deteriorating murals for in-depth assessments involving a conservator, the artist who created the mural, and community supporters. The assessments will result in recommendations for conservation, maintenance, and fund-raising.
Coming Up Taller Awards 
www.cominguptaller.org 
The Coming Up Taller Awards recognize and support outstanding community arts and humanities programs that celebrate the creativity of America's young people, provide them learning opportunities and chances to contribute to their communities. These awards focus national attention on exemplary programs currently fostering the creative and intellectual development of America's children and youth through education and practical experience in the arts and the humanities. Award amount: $10,000. Deadline: January 31, 2007. 
Idaho Commission on the Arts

www.arts.idaho.gov/grants/overview.aspx
General Operating Support – Deadline: January 29, 2007

Project Grants – Deadline: January 29, 2007

Cultural Facilities & Public Art Grants – Deadline: January 29, 2007

Fellowships in Literature – Deadline: January 31, 2007
Traditional Arts Apprenticeships – Deadline: January 31, 2007

QuickFund$ - Deadline: February 12, 2007

Arts Education Grants – Deadline: February 23, 2007
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2007 National Arts Marketing Conference
www.americansforthearts.org/events/ 
Themed “Flourishing in the New Frontier: New Media, New Audiences, New Opportunities,” this conference will be held November 2-5, 2007, at the Hyatt Regency in Miami.  The conference will focus on technology and new audiences with opportunity to learn about new media - from RSS to podcasts, from blogging to texting, as well as optimizing e-mail and web sites to reach every segment of the marketplace from millennials to boomers, and from first-generation Hispanics to third-generation Asians.  

